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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont from Page 1


It is not the results of some formal delectation but the sharing of a "like precious faith". Paul speaks of it as being of the "same mind". (I Cor. 1:10; Rom. 15:5) To the contrary he said, " Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity or what communion hath light with darkness?  (2 Cor. 4: 14) 


     Perhaps the most exclusive statement ever made was by Jesus when He said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me". (John 14:6) It is those who have chosen to come to God in the way Jesus specified that will have fellowship with Him. It may be politically incorrect and as always unpopular with the world but it comes down to the fact that there is a way that is right and all others are wrong. There may very well be a time coming when our faith will be tested by the stand we take in this belief. 


     The matter of fellowship with God and therefore each other is decisively given to us in I John. 


"that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ: If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us". (1 John 1:3-10)


     May God help us to walk in the light of His word, that our fellowship may be complete.





		Joe Phillips








Who could doubt Peter's faith?  Faith enough to walk on water!  Who could question his love?  "See, we have left all and followed you" (Mark 10:28).  Who could deny his zeal?  Twice Peter, a fisherman, abandoned a bountiful catch 


of fish: once to kneel before Jesus (Luke 5:8) and once to swim to shore where Jesus was (John 20:7).  And courage?  Confronted with a whole detachment of troops … with weapons, … Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear" (John 18:3, 10).


     Yet so many of his efforts to please Jesus brought an opposite response from what he expected.


Peter's Problem


      Peter's way of showing his love for Jesus was to take over and manage the Lord's affairs.  When Jesus foretold that He would "suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised again the third day," Peter "took him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying 'Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to you'" (Matthew 16:21,22).  This did not fit Peter's plan for Jesus.


      On the Mount of Transfiguration, when Peter awoke from his sleep to see Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus, instead of waiting for the Lord to give him instructions he immediately tried to take charge of the situation with a proposal to build three tabernacles.


     When asked by a tax collector if Jesus paid the temple tax, without consulting Jesus at all, Peter readily answered in


the affirmative.  This fit his expectations of Jesus.


      








  The rebuke of Jesus in the Garden doubtless embarrassed him.  This and his frustration in not being able to carry out his commitment to die for Jesus must have contributed to his denial.  Everything he had tried to do for Jesus had been rebuffed.  Now, he would just distance himself from Jesus and see what would happen without his assistance.


Modern Peters


   Perhaps this explains the phenomena we have observed.  


People want to show their love and zeal for Jesus.  So they strive for positions 


of leadership in their denominations (or fellowships) so they can take over "the Lord's work" and do it as they think it should be done. Some form institutions and organizations of various kinds and inaugurate new activities, all of which may accomplish some good but none of which are ordained by the Lord for accomplishing His purposes. Others may respond by trying to take control 


of the church universal in order to protect it from such innovations and false teaching.


     Peter learned his lesson.  On Pentecost and thereafter he followed the Lord's agenda precisely. We must make sure we learn ours. Jesus warned: "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' And then I 


will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness!'"  (Matthew 7:21-23).





					





An Ancient Example of A Modern Phenomenon


By Sewell Hall





Have you ever observed that many people who appear to be exceedingly dedicated, sacrificing and devout in the practice of their religion seem little concerned about following Bible teaching?  Peter's mistakes during Christ's personal ministry may help to explain this and help us to see how the Lord feels about such disregard for His arrangements.








At "the last supper" when Jesus came to Peter as He washed the disciples feet, "Peter said to him, 'You shall never wash my feet'" (John 13:8).  It did not fit Peter's sense of protocol. "Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this."  Appealing to Peter to let Him decide what was proper, Jesus said, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."


      You would think that Peter would have learned his lesson at that point.  But no!  "Simon Peter said to Him, 'Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.'"  Peter still wanted to control the agenda.  Once again, Jesus had to explain to Peter that his well-meant offer did not serve His divine purpose.


      This was the problem in the Garden.  Jesus had actually said, "He who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one" (Luke 22:36).  Peter had one, but instead of waiting for Jesus to tell him how and when to use it, Peter took charge and attacked the men who came to arrest Jesus.  And once again, Peter found himself rebuked instead of commended.


Peter's Denial


      Remembering Peter's faith, love, zeal and courage, how can we explain his denial in the courtyard of the high priest?


      Peter was susceptible to social pressure.  His desire for the approval of Jesus may have encouraged his noble confessions.  It definitely explains a mistake in later years in Antioch where,


"before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision" (Galatians 2:12).


    





Fellowship


And they continued stedfastly in the apostles'


teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.  (Acts 2:42)





     From the very beginning of the church, Christians are said to continue in fellowship with each other. It is in this fellowship, with each other, that we have fellowship with God and visa versa. From the Greek "koinos" (common) is "koinonas", communion, fellowship, sharing in common and all of these words properly reflect the idea. In (I Cor.10: 16) where Paul is speaking of the cup and bread it is translated "communion of the blood and body of Christ. This is not, however the full extent of fellowship. We are told that what the disciples were steadfast in was the breaking of bread and fellowship along with the Apostle's teaching and prayers. (Acts 2: 42) Studying God's word, together and coming to an understanding of it is very much a part of fellowship as is prayers.


     The fellowship of believers embraces, confession of sin one to another with prayer (James 5: 6), assembly with exhortation and stimulation to good works (Heb. 10: 24-25), partaking of the Lord's supper (I Cor. 11: 24-25), contributing to the needs of the saints (Rom. 15:25; I Cor. 16:1-2), bearing the infirmities of the weak (Rom. 15: 1-2) and bearing one another's burdens (Gal. 6:2). Love for and fellowship with disciples is necessary to and evidence of fellowship with God. (I John 4:12)  and no one can "know God", i.e. have fellowship with Him unless he has like purposes and feelings. 


     Fellowship, therefore, is the results of a common belief and conviction to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.


			Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





 Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has 


back problems; Sam Adams, back problems;


Elaine Clem now at home recovering from 


knee surgery; Mrs. Alice Frasier ; Chris 


Jackson; David Nash; Collins Boakye  


 Emily Clark’s Grandmother has cancer


Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, elderly couple who


placed membership not long ago. Both are in poor


health and while they long to be at services, can


not. Cards would lift their spirit. 


Congratulations, to Brad and Alex on the birth of


baby Jackson.    


Expecting mothers:  Anna Tramell; Kelly 


Craven 





________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Grant Hicks 


   Asst. 2-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 3-----Donnie Gilbert


   Asst. 4-----Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lacquement 


2nd Prayer---Jeff Lentz


Read Scripture---Patrick Miles 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Sterling Borders 


Sunday PM Service





Prayer Service


By Woody McClendon





Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Perry Betterton


 Closing Prayer---Sterling Borders





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














